
Eliminating Threats by 
Detecting Invasive 

Species 
Passenger and Cargo Operations



What We Do?

Agriculture Specialists 
Protect the United States from the threat of invasive 

pests and diseases with inspection and prevention 
efforts designed to keep prohibited agricultural items 

from entering the United States.

 PASSENGER 

 CARGO

 COMPLIANCE



The Port of Atlanta have a total of 70 Agriculture Specialist 



The Port of Atlanta receive an average of 80 international flights on a 
daily basis from various countries. These flights are categorized as low, 
medium, or high agricultural risk based on the pest and animal disease 
of each country




Invasive species are introduced from these flights 
either through passengers and/or cargo arrivals.



Foreign Countries and Their Disease Status
Country                             BSE Risk Status:                                   Disease Status:     FREE from, with NO SR:           FREE from, but with SR:

Bovine                      Ovine/Caprine       

Bahamas Undetermined Free CSF, ND ASF FMD/SR, SVD/
SR

Bahrain Undetermined Free CSF, ND, FMD,
SVD

ASF

Belgium Negligible Affected CSF4, ASF5 FMD/SR, HPAI/
SR6, ND/SR6,

SVD/SR
Belize Undetermined Free CSF, ND ASF, FMD, SVD

Botswana Undetermined Free ASF, CSF, ND,
FMD, SVD



Foreign Countries and Their Disease Status
Country                                             BSE Risk Status:                         Disease Status:          FREE from, w’ NO SR:       FREE from, but w’ SR:

Bovine                      Ovine/Caprine       

Cambodia Undetermined Free CSF, ND, FMD,
HPAI2, SVD

ASF

Cameroon Undetermined Free ASF, CSF, ND,
FMD, HPAI2,

SVD
Canada Undetermined Minimal ASF, CSF, ND,

FMD, SVD

Colombia Negligible Free CSF, ND, FMD,
SVD

ASF

Côte d’Ivoire
(Ivory Coast)

Undetermined Free ASF, CSF, ND,
FMD, HPAI2,

SVD



Foreign Countries and Their Disease Status
Country                                             BSE Risk Status:                           Disease Status:         FREE from, w’ NO SR:      FREE from, but w’ SR:

Bovine                      Ovine/Caprine       

Egypt Undetermined Free ASF, CSF, ND,
FMD, HPAI2,

SVD
El Salvador Undetermined Free CSF, ND ASF, FMD, 

SVD

Ethiopia Undetermined Free ASF, CSF, ND,
FMD, SVD

ASF

France Controlled Affected CSF4, ASF5 FMD/SR, HPAI/
SR6, ND/SR6,

SVD/SR
Germany,
Republic of

Negligible Affected CSF4, ASF5 FMD/SR, HPAI/
SR6, ND/SR6,

SVD/SR



 Countries designated by the USDA as having endemic khapra beetle and considered as high risk for introduction 
include the following:

 Afghanistan   Israel                         Oman                                                    Tunisia
 Algeria                                      Kuwait                       Pakistan                                           Turkey
 Bangladesh                              Libya                         Palestinian Authority, West Bank     
 Burkina Faso (Upper Volta)      Mali                           Qatar                                               United Arab Emirates
 Cyprus                                      Mauritania                 Republic of Sudan
 Egypt                                        Morocco                    Saudi Arabia
 India                                          Myanmar (Burma)    Senegal
 Iran                                            Niger                        South Sudan 
 Iraq                                            Nigeria                     Sri Lanka

KHAPRA BETTLE

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTuNTk5fTbAhUQtlkKHSnpAG8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/trafficandcommuting/a-destructive-dirty-feeder-beetle-found-among-food-seized-at-area-airports/2018/03/09/ffd60806-2386-11e8-86f6-54bfff693d2b_story.html&psig=AOvVaw3kbJVNjoqlwes2BVANB3a3&ust=1530221138097218


 As of February 2015, EAB infestations have been detected in 25 states; Arkansas, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin.

 Strategies to manage the pest currently focus on survey activities using a detection tool, a trap, 
along with regulatory activities and public awareness campaigns to prevent human-assisted 
movement. APHIS continues to identify effective tools to manage and control EAB populations 
and works to develop a biological control program.

Emerald Ash Borer



Gypsy Moth

 Potentially, all temperate hardwood growing areas of North America are at risk from attack by the 
gypsy moth. Despite all attempts to prevent its movement, the gypsy moth has been quite 
successful in increasing its range along the leading edge of the quarantine area.

 To contain the gypsy moth, an effective job will require the following:

 1) public education on the problem;

 2) public support in preventing gypsy moth movement; and

 3) early detection and eradication of isolated infestations.

 Despite all efforts, the gypsy moth has persisted and continues to extend its range.



Asian Longhorned Beetle

 ALB, is an invasive insect that feeds on a wide variety of trees in 
the United States, eventually killing them. The beetle is native to 
China and the Korean Peninsula and is in the wood-boring beetle 
family Cerambycidae.



Asian Longhorned Beetle



The Port of Atlanta use several techniques to screen passengers and cargo 
shipments. In the airport environment, roving, canine, and passenger 
targeting (based on country seasonal trends and positive inspectional 
reports) are used. 



Techniques performed during examinations 
are either nonintrusive and/or intrusive



X-RAY MACHINES



BEAGLE BRIGADE



In the cargo environment, the cargo shipment description, 
shipper, consignee and the harmonized tariff schedule code are 
reviewed to target shipments of agriculture interest



Agriculture Specialist frequently detect pests in 
agriculture regulated commodities on a daily 
basis
 In the airport environment, the infested 

commodity is seized from the passenger, 
the pest is identified by the Agriculture 
Specialist and then sent to USDA 
entomologist and/or botanist for final 
identification.

 A Nigeria passenger arrived on QR 755. A rover 
referred the passenger to agriculture secondary 
for a baggage inspection. Three kilograms of 
infested cowpeas were found and seized. Further 
inspection of the cowpeas produced three cast 
skins of suspect Khapra Beetle. The specimens 
were collected and submitted to USDA for final 
identification. USDA identifiers confirmed the 
specimens as Trogoderma granarium Everts. 



Agriculture Specialist frequently detect pests in 
agriculture regulated commodities on a daily 
basis
 On Thursday July 13, 2017, left over 

baggage from Mexico was referred for 
inspection.  Twenty  avocadoes were found.  
While inspecting the avocadoes, 3 fruit fly 
larvae were found. The bag was released 
for delivery and the contraband was 
destroyed by steam sterilization.  The 
larvae was submitted for identification. Final 
determination was Anastrepha sp. 
(Tephritidae) and it was the only record of 
this fruit fly larvae found in avocadoes from 
Mexico.



Agriculture Specialist frequently detect pests in 
agriculture regulated commodities on a daily 
basis
 On Monday May 7, 2018 a passenger, 

arrived from Saudi Arabia on flight VS 103 
via London. 

 Upon inspection of his bags, a box 
containing bee pollen and used and new 
bee keeping material were found. 

 Passenger lacked the required USDA 
import permits so the items were seized 
and destroyed per USDA regulations.



Agriculture Specialist frequently detect pests in 
agriculture regulated commodities on a daily 
basis
 A passenger arrived at Atlanta 

International Airport from 
Bangladesh via Istanbul 

 At secondary, the luggage was x-
rayed, and the X-RAY 

 operator identified the bags 
containing meat items in two of his 
bags. Upon inspection, a whole 
lamb, including the

 head and stomach, was found. All 
items were seized and destroyed 
per USDA regulations.



Agriculture Specialist frequently detect pests 
in agriculture regulated commodities on a 
daily basis
 In the cargo environment, the infested 

commodity is placed on hold, pest is 
identified by the Agriculture Specialist and 
then sent to USDA entomologist and/or 
botanist for final identification before final 
action is taken.

 CBPAS inspected a shipment of fresh cut 
tropical flowers.  CBPAS intercepted an 
immature Orthoptera species.  The 
specimen was submitted USDA 
Entomologist with a final determination as  
an ACTION plant pest.  Consignee opted to 
destroyed infested commodity.

 In the cargo environment, the infested 
commodity is placed on hold, pest is 
identified by the Agriculture Specialist and 
then sent to USDA entomologist and/or 
botanist for final identification before final 
action is taken.



Agriculture Specialist frequently detect pests 
in agriculture regulated commodities on a 
daily basis
 A shipment of cut flowers arrived into 

the Hartsfield-Jackson International 
Airport via Delta 903 from San Jose, 
Costa Rica. During the inspection a 
Chrysomelidae was intercepted. The 
specimens was submitted to USDA 
Entomologist (Serial# 38676). The 
Entomologist identified the pests as 
Cephaloleia sp. An Emergency Action 
Notification (EAN# 28810) was issued 
and 6 boxes (1800 stems) of Alpinia sp. 
were destroyed by port policy.



Agriculture Specialist frequently detect pests 
in agriculture regulated commodities on a 
daily basis
 On February 25, 2017, a shipment of 

cut flowers arrived into the Hartsfield-
Jackson International Airport via Delta 
980 from Bogota, Colombia. During the 
inspection a Thrip and a mite were 
intercepted. The specimens were 
submitted to USDA Entomologist. The 
Entomologist identified the pests as 
Frankliniella sp. (Thripidae) and 
Tetranychus sp. (Tetranychidae). Ten 
boxes (1824 stems) of Solidago sp. 
were destroyed by port policy.



Pest Interceptions for FY 2018 
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Statistics for positive inspections and pest interceptions for May 2018. There were 3052 
positive inspections out of 6599 referrals and the top Agriculture Specialist completed 160. 
There were 374 pest interceptions submitted and the top Agriculture Specialist submitted 
105.

Referral Reason Code Total 
Inspections Positive Inspections Total Penalties Total Seizures Repeat Violators

AGT 46 6 0 0 0

AK9 156 132 1 1 0

AUG 1 0 0 0 0

CPX 2 0 0 0 0

DCL 6 2 0 0 0

ENF 26 6 0 0 0

PAU 57 3 0 0 0

PN1 1 0 0 0 0

PP1 9 3 0 0 0

PPQ 5,178 2,433 2 2 5

PT1 1 1 0 0 0

PTM 383 28 0 0 0

SL1 1 1 0 0 0

SLF 718 427 0 0 0

SPO 13 10 0 0 0

TCS 1 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

ATLANTA Totals: 6,599 3,052 3 3 5

Totals: 6,599 3,052 3 3 5
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